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It was the smartest open air event of the Hew York season and
society had turned out in full strength. A polo match was in pro
gress, and the excitement was running high 88 Hugh Thompson, the
pampered son of Peter ~omps~n, soores the winning goal of the after
noon. It is amid thi olimax that Rosalie ~awrence, the danoer,
enters the scene.

Her entrance adds to the excitement of the occasion and Hugh oomes
str 19ht to her, but his sweetheart, Barbara Hampton Royoe, ls terribly
annoyed. Peter Thompson blds his son have the decenq not to flaunt
his ind~scretion i~ public.

The incident rankles and Rosalie realizes that although her relation
ship wi th Hugh has been no-thing more than friendly, the world is th ink
ing otherwise,' and she refuses to Bee HUgh- any more. He comes to her
dressing_room and defies her to cast him out of her life. She upbraids
him for his presumption, and he leaves, promising to love her in spite
of her att i tude.

" tk - h ..~She goes to the oountry to see he r m<''thp tWd s~"alks that after-
noon wi th the sweetoeart of her youth, Tom Daroy, ·8 young gentleman
fermer. He is delighted that she is going to give up Broadw~ and r 
turn to the country. It is then that she suddenly realizes that it 1s
Hugh Thompson who really possesses her heart. She deoides to giv up
Broadway •

To add to the impossibility of the situation, Hugh's millionaire
parents are foro ng this weakling son to become definite~y engaged to
Barbara. He, too, is feeling the sorews and on the last night he asks
osalie to be his wif. She consents. She tells Tom Daroy and her

mother what has happened, and trusting her implioity, they go baok to
the oountry.

Her married happiness is oomplete except for the one faot that she
must keep her marriage secret in Drder to give Hugh a reasonable oppor-
tunity to break it to his parents. eter Thompson finds out through

•



-"

a detective of his son's romanoe. Hugh persuad s his mother to
invite Rosalie to her home, but Barbara plots with the mother and
Rosali e realizes that she has b~ asked there to dance, as a
professional dancer. Hugh comes down arm in arm wi th Barbara.
With a cry Rosalie rushes o~t.

Hugh ls about to pursue he r, when his father t arriving home,
hot wi th the DeWS of his son' s marriage, convinoes Hugh tnat "you
do not marry these people -'you buy them: •

That a.fternoo~he 'father publishes the report of the engage
ment between his son and Barbara, and it is that report that Tom
Darcy, back in the country reads. He leaves ir:unediately for town.

At home that night,.Rosaliels oru~hed. and when Hugh arrives.
he tells her bluntl3 that fifty millions is a lot of money and he
is not going to give it up for any girl. He accuses her of marry-
ing him for his money when Barbara 'arrives.

Hugh hides and Barbara taunts Rosalie wi th being Hugh's mistress.
She is, of course, unaware that Rosalie is married to Hugh. But
Rosalie has sworn not to tell and she oalls Hugh in and bidu him tell
Barbara the truth. Barbara has shown her the announoement in the
paper. Hugh orders her to keep the secret, and Barbara, as she leaves,
says: "There is no seoret - the situation is obvious. n

Then Rosal~e removes her wedding ring.. She turns Hugh out and
Tom D oy rives to find her weeping. He just tells her that they
oan harm the danoer, but the woman has always belonged to him•

.She marries Tom and they live in the countr.y half the year, and
the other half of" the year 1n New York, where she dances ...
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EDMUND GOULDING

IT wa the smarte t open-air event of the Tew York ea on and ociety

had turned out in full strength. It was a polo match and the excite

ment wa running high a H ugh Thomp~on, the pampered on of the

I rugo Thomps n ,score the winning goal of the afternoon.

1t i to thi excitement that \ i let Lawrence, the dancer, enter the

scene. he i late. of c ur e. ~ he would be-perhap because she

helieves in entrance.. Life to her \Va one long performance.

Her entrance adds to the excitement of the occasion and H ugh come.

straight to her, delighted that he has turned up in time to \Vitne s his
.....

triumph. hut Hugh' . weetheart. Barbara Hampton Roycl;., i there. he

i terribly ann yed. and Hug Thomp on. hearing her complaint. cro e

to where hi on is paying marked attention to iolet and bids him have

.the decency not to flaunt his indi cretions in public. He turn his back
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upon Yiolet, to whom the incident ~la meant much more than was seen

by her expression.

Ilut the incident rankles and Violet realize that although her rela

tion hip with Hugo has been nothing more than the usual passage of

flowers and nice word , t:sual between a tar and a rich young man, that

the world is thinking otherwise, and this worries her terribly, so much

o that he refu e to see Hugh any more. He comes to her dres ing

room and defie her to throw him out of her life. Her answer is to throw

him out of her dre sing room and upbraid him for hi presumption.

TTe lea\'es. promi. ing- to love her in pite of her attitude.

She goe. down to the country the following week-end t ee her

mother and she walk that afternoon with the sweetheart of her youth,

T m Dawe. a plendid young ge tieman-farmer, simple, hone t and

charming. He i delighted at her tatement that he is going to give up

Broadway and return to the country. • he 10 ks into his eyes in an

effort to convince her. elf that thi man i the love of her life and it i

then that he suddenly realize. that it is Hugh Thomp on who really

po esse her heart.

nd so she give up Broadway amid tears and flower and cheer.

her closing night pa e. She ha given lip her career "for an ideal- he

ha realized that tardom for her can only mean one thing, because he

love Hugh. Hugh 10\'es her. and the difficulty of keeping him away

increase. day by day.

Also, to add to the impos ibility of the situation. Hugh' parents. who

are worth millions and are nobs. are forcing this weakling son to become

definitely engaged to Barbara. He, too. is feeling the screws and on the

la t night he come into Violet's di mantled dres ing-room and tells her

he cannot live without her-will she be his wife. And love being

stronge 1. she con ents.

nd then she tell Tom Dawe and her mother what ha happened, and

tnt ting her implicitly they g back to the country.

Her married happine i complete except for the one fact that she

mu t keep her marriage ecret for the time being in order to give Hugh

a rea onable opp rtunity to break the matter gently to hi parent. It

is then that Hugo Thomp n finds out through a detective f his on'

romance and it is on thi day, al 0, that Hugh per uade hi mother to

invite iolet to her home. but narbara plot with the m ther and on

iolet'. arrival, Ifugh i led away and i let realize that he ha been

asked there to dance. as a pr fes jonal danc r. They humiliate her and

hand her a check and succe.. fully convince her that Hugh i re pon ible.

and then determined not to fail him. she dance. In the middl of her

dance, Hugh come down arm in arm with Barbara-she cannot go on.

o he regards the. neering faces around her and with a cry she ru he out.
¥"'"

Hugh i about to pur.ue her, when hi father arriving home, hot ",;th

the new of hi n's marriage, alm9' t throw Hugh int hi ~udy and

in a violent cene the father convinces H u".h that you 'do not marry

the. e people-you buy tl~em!"



"See her once more," he cries, "and then break and leave the rest to
me."

And Hugh, completely under his father's thumb, nods in the affirm

ative.

That- afternoon the father has published the report of the engage

ment between his son and Barbara, and it is this report that Tom Dawe.

back in the country, read. He leaves i.mmediately for town.

At home that night, iolet is crushed with the thought that in·' pite

f being married, this man has made her the thing she has fought again t

becoming, and when l1ugh arrives, he tells her bluntly that fifty millions

a lot of money and he is not going to give it up for any girl. He

accuses her of marrying him for his money and he is in the depth when

Barbara arrive.

Hugh hides and Barbaora taunt Violet with being Hugh' ml tre .

t the sal;ne time she i , of cour e, unaware that Violet is married to

Hugh. But Violet has sworn not to tell and so in the height of the cene,

he calls Hugh in and dramatically bids him tell thi woman the truth.

llarbara ha hown her the announcement in the paper. Hugh stalls

and order her to keep the ecret, and Barbara, as she leaves. says: "There

I. no ecret-the ituation i obvious."

I"

It then that iolet tears off her wedding rin a , knowing that it

means nothing: that she is nothing more than this man' toy. She turns

'.

him out and Tom Dawe arrives to find her crushed. He just tells her

that they can harm the dancer, but the woman has always belonged to

him and she realizes that the first love is the true love.

She marries Tom and they live in the country half the year, and the

other half of the year in ew York, where she dances her way nightly
in the terling- hearts of Mr. and Mr . Manhattan.

" .
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